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MOSCOW. AprO at — Two mon^hf 
after he wnMiri tat Wert Germany , > 
hlgfuranu pa editor of an American- 
financed radio station rmpmn Sw 
today and denounced tnostaaon 


front lor covert intelligence ooarattsas 
ajjBnst tlia Soviet Urtoa , 


Tiie radio official, Oleg A. Tumanoav 
who was the No. 3 editor at the station. 
Radio Liberty, refused at a news con- 
ference to discuss the circumstances df 
his d i sappearance from Munich 'da 
Feb. 23 and his return to " ~ 


Mr. Tumanov, who was born in the , 
Soviet Union 43 years ago and defected • 
to the West in 1MB, said only that be 
had “lived through a nightmare” tar 
the last 21 years and that “my raid ‘ 
back home has been tortuous.” 9s 
denied that be had bean kidnapped dn 
forcibly brought back to the Soviet 
Union. 

When pressed to describe his return 
to Moscow, Mr. Tumanov said, “You 
have a right to raise questions, and I 
have a right not to answer.” 

Mr. Tumanov seemed nervous and 
agitated, pausing frequently and 
breathing deeply as he read a prepared 
statement and answered reporters’ 
questions at the Foreign Ministry prsss 
center. 

Radio Liberty and its sister station. 
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Reappear* in Soviet, 
Assailing the West 


By PHILIP TAUBMAN 

mn»N«v Y«tft 1 


Radio Free Europe, are financed by 
Congress and are supervised by the 
semi autonomous Board for Inter- 
national Broadcasting in Washington. 

Some of the analysts on both stations 
are widely regarded as leading authori- 
ties in their fields and are often con- 
sulted by journalists and academics 
studying Eastern Europe. 

The Soviet authorities have fre- 


quently cftarged that the stations. 


which broadcast Russian-language 1 
programming to the Soviet Union, are 


a front for the Central Intelligence 

Agency . 

Mr Tumanov said. "Radio Liberty 
and Radio Free Europe are a conven- 


i ent front for covert operations agi 
the Soviet Union ano other socij 


I can sav confidently that 


countries . 

lie added. * 

the radio services’ execu tive sta 

Tincluc 

ticers. 


invaria bly included United States Intel 
Off]" 


ly that 

mm 

(intel- 


ligence 

Mr. Tumanov was last seen in Mu- 
nich on Feb. 25 after having left work 
early the previous day complaining 
that he felt unwell, according to offi- 
cials at Radio Liberty, which has its 
headquarters in Munich. 

At the time, Mr. Tumanov was act- 
ing chief editor of Radio Liberty, the 
third-ranking position at the station 

He defected to the West in 1985 when 
he was in the Soviet Navy, jumping 
ship in the Mediterranean and swim- 
ming six miles to the Libyan coast, ac- 
cording to accounts provided this year 
by Radio Liberty officials. 

Mr. Tumanov did not say what his 
status was in the Soviet Union. De- 
serters from the Soviet military can be 
tried for treason, and sentenced to 
death. Radio Liberty officials said this 
year that Mr. Tumanov had been tried 
and sentenced to death in absentia. 

Return and Ceademn the West 

Mr. Tumanov's news conference 
marked the fourth time in recent years 
that a prominent Soviet defector had 
returned to Moscow and condemned 
the West. 

In 1984 Oleg Bitov, a Soviet journalist 
who defected in Britain, turned up in 
Moscow saying be had been kidnapped 
in 1983 by British agents. 

Also in 1984, Svetlana Alliluyeva, 
Stalin’s daughter, returned to the 
Soviet Union after a 17-year stay in the 
West. Miss Alliluyeva returned to the 
United States this month. 

Last November, Vitaly S, Yurchen- 
ko, a Soviet intelligence agent wbod» 
fected to the wwln Augqft, returned, 

Mr. Tumanov said Radio Liberty's 


included “some foreign cor- 
respondents accredited in Moscow.” 

When pressed for details, Mr. Tuma- 
nov named two former Moscow corre- 
spondents and Serge Schm emaim, the 
current chief of the Moscow bureau of 
The New York Times. 

Mr. Tumanov said of Mr. Schme- 
mann: “I don’t say he is employed, but 
be receives material from us. His fa- 
th erwo rted for many years for Radio 

Mr. Sc hm e m ann, responding later in 
Jrf .A 6 *® conference, said the only 
Radio Liberty material received by 
The . Times’s Moscow bureau was a 
weekly publication. The Radio Liberty 
Research Bulletin, to which almost 
eeery American and Western news bu- 
reau in Moscow subscribes. 

Mr. Schmemann ’s late father, the 
Rev. Alexander Schmemann, dean of 
St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological 
Sfcnlnsry in Crestwood, N.Y., had a 
program on reiigous and cul- 
hiral subjects that was broadcast by 
Radio Liberty. 3 
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